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THOMAS EODNEY. 

BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from page 72.) 

Thomas Rodney to Cmsar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Nov r . 15 th 1804. 

My dear Son, 

The last mail brought me Letters from J. Fisher & 
Doctf. Ham by which I find their late defeat at the 
Election has broke down the Republicans so that they 
Speak in Some Earnest of leaving the State — but Col. 
Tilton informs me you bare it pretty well — Nothing 
can foil a man while his own mind remains Firm — and 
I trust you will never lack such a mind. I see you have 
had your share of Calumny This was to be Expected 
but what others say never hurts a man whose Conduct 
is upright — it is only like the Shadow of a Cloud that 
passes over the Earth it darkens for a Moment and is 
gone — Calumny is one of the unavoidable attendants 
of Republican government and a Free Press — and in 
general the better a man is. which makes him the more 
important, the more he is abused — and thus the Presi- 
dent himself is distinguished by a Superior torrent of 
Calumny — and these indeed seem to operate more in 
his favor than the numerous Addresses formerly Pre- 
sented to M r . Adams — and verily it is often the Case 
that Adversaries benefit a Man more by their abuse 
than friends do by their Praise — but a firm and upright 
mind is never turned out of the Path of rectitude by 
Either— 
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A Letter will go by this mail that was wrote for the 
last but the Post went by without my Knowledge being 
then busy — This will be short because I am going to the 
Funeral of my old Venerable friend Col. Hutchins who 
I have heretofore spoke of to you — He was brother to 
the Geographer of the U. S. and settled here under the 
Brittish — The Post will pass while I am absent — and 
I shall write more fully by the next mail — 

Col. Kirby one of the Comm rs and judge at Tom- 
bigbee died two weeks ago — The Certificates there are 
still ungranted and Mr. Nicholas has been long at home 
— This ought to be Communicated to the President, if 
he is not otherwise informed — Nicholas must return or 
a nother Commissioner be appointed — or the Commis- 
sioners of this Board be authorized to Finish the Busi- 
ness which ever may be thought best. 

M r . Brown, Secret 7 . Orleans and his Lady left 
Natchez to day on their way to Orleans the Fever there 
has abated. 

Y r . affectionate Father, 

Thomas Rodney. 

P. S. I shall write you a Letter on the State Ballances 
and hope that Disgrace to the Proceedings of America 
will be Eradicated and Expunged from its records in 
the Course of this Session of Congress 13 States were 
engaged in a Common Cause, in the Cause of Liberty — 
they were successful — and that success was obtained 
by each making every Exertion in its power — How dis- 
graceful then that some of them should now be Charged 
with large ballances while others are annually receiv- 
ing larger Sums from the public Coffers? Who has 
received the benefit of the Sale of the Vacant Land 
acquired by the Common Exertions ? Can those States 
which have received Millions in that way pretend to 
demand ballances of those who have received nothing? 
away with such scandelous injustice and Inequity — 
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Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A: Rodney. 

Town of Washington Nov r . 20 th 1804. M. T. 
My dear Son, 

As West Floriday appears to be one of the most im- 
portant objects in the Present Variance between the 
United States and Spain every degree of light thrown 
on the subject may tend to Elucidate it — The Spani- 
ards have Endeavoured to Shew that because they re- 
ceived that district from the Brittish by the name of 
West Floriday, it was thereby separated from & no 
longer to be Considered as a part of Louisiana — But 
unfortunately for them the Conduct of their Govern- 
ment has uniformly Contradicted this Plea — for in all 
their Patents for Land in this Territory, they head 
them, thus "Louisiana district of Natchez" and I am 
informed that in West Floradi they have uniformly 
used a Similar Stile in heading their Patents for Land, 
to wit "Louisiana district of West Florida" So that it 
is evident from the proceedings of their own govern- 
ment, that they always Considered both districts as 
parts of Louisiana and both of them have always been, 
while in their hands, under the Governor General of 
Louisiana whose residence was at New Orleans — This 
Conduct and Uniform practice is so Strong and con- 
clusive against them — that they can have no motive for 
not delivering it to the United States but a determina- 
tion to force them, into a war, or to give them a large 
Sum of Money for the possession — A. sells his farm to 
B. and B. sells it to 0. who pays him inful ; but A. still 
remains in possession and tells C. he will not give it 
up, without a Law Suite, Unless C. will pay him also 
for it — What would any honest Man think of such Con- 
duct in an Individual — And are not Nations as much 
bound as individuals to act justly and uprightly with 
Each other! 

Certainly there can be no native American, who re- 
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gards the honor and dignity of his Country, that would 
consent to pay for the district in dispute, a second 
time — and will the Spainards hold it at the risk of 
waging an unjust War? If they do, those mighty ships 
they thretten us with will in a few years rot, and 
moulder away, in their own harbours, for want of the 
Revenues & productions of Mexico and Perue to Man 
and fit them out. This may be Predicted without the 
gift of Prophesey — Wisdom would therefore dictate a 
peaceable Conduct to Spain yet it is not unlikely that 
her Pride or fear may urge her into hostile Measures, 
for such her present Conduct as well in the West as in 
her Cabinet portends, so that in a few years it seems 
not improbable that a new Empire may be seen rising 
up in America without its Costing the United States a 
Cent — Volunteers if war was once declared, would rush 
into that Country by hundreds & by thousands to aid 
the Inhabitants in Establishing their Freedom & Inde- 
pendence. And the United States would obtain an 
ample benefit in their allyance and Commerce — Spain 
would then find too late her glories gone & herself re- 
duced to a Feble European power — She will no doubt 
exert all her Strength to avoid this Effect but her 
boasted strength will Soon waste away before the 
ardor, the enterprise the Intrepedity of Americans — 
The Standard of Liberty and Independence would then 
spread its blissful influence over the West, and the 
Mighty Andes would bow their heads no more to pour 
their Torrent of Gold and Silver into the Lap of the 
Alps and Appenines — All the Nations of Europe too 
except Spain must think favorably of such an Event — 
The Golden Commerce of western America would then 
be laid open and each would enjoy their share — Spain 
however will probably think such Ideas Chimerical, and 
as mere flights of fancy & imagination : so Great Brit- 
tain thought of the Ideas that animated us in the Revo- 
lution — Yet Events have Surpassed them — Neverthe- 
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less It is to be hoped that Spain will avoid the Conduct 
at present that would inevitably produce the Events 
herein depicted, for the U. S. have no occasion to desire 
such a war; the prolific and abundant benefits of her 
Peaceable agriculture & commerce are Sufficient to 
Induce her to persue her Industry and extend the 
Settlements of her Vacant Territories — These are ob- 
jects that may animate her for a long Time and are 
sufficient to Induce her to desire Peace, as in the pur- 
sute of these her strength and prosperity are rising and 
expanding as fast as can be wished. The peaceable 
system of Administration adopted by the President is 
will calculated to promote these ends — Yet the Federal 
papers have Constantly represented it as the Effect of 
Pusclanimity & it is to be feared that foreign Nations 
have been induced in some degree to Credit them from 
whence arises many Insults & Vexations. For to avoid 
these, it is Essential for a Nation to support its Honor 
and Dignity — And the Man, who dreaded not the 
mighty power of Great Brittain when at its Pinacle, 
however now misrepresented by his adversaries, can- 
not be supposed pusilanimous, by any reasonable mind, 
or disposed to Commit the honor and Dignity of the 
United States through fear of an Nation; so that any 
who may presume on this will most Certainly find them- 
selves in the End mistaken. I have no doubt but when- 
ever the honor and Interest of the United States re- 
quires it, he will be as firm and daring now as when the 
Declaration of Independence was made; and if he is 
not a warrior himself, he will Know well who are, and 
who to appoint, to Command and Conduct the armies 
of America. 

"We have been Extremely crowded with business for 
two or three weeks ; so that I have not time to reflect 
much on the subject mentioned in a letter by the last 
mail and therefore shall Inclose in this and order on 
the Treasury in your favor for the 500, Dol s . there 
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mentioned, referring you to that Letter for directions 
only saying here that those directions appropriates 
200, Dol s . to the use of Lavinias Children & Sally & 
Betsy — & the other 300, to yourself & Susan & your 
Children— The 200 Dol s . divided hy five will make 40, 
Doll 8 , to Each — out of which you are to buy each a Lot- 
tery Ticket & deduct the Price; Sally's & Betseys to be 
seperate but the Childrens in partnership — Out of the 
three hundred you are to buy Susan a Ticket and Each 
of your Children one — the Childrens to be in Partner- 
ship and as to the residue of the three hundred you will 
apply them as you think best — after paying S. Pleas- 
anton I am indebted to him at Washington — & pur- 
chasing one Lottery Ticket for me, in the Lottery that 
has a 20 thousand Dollar Prize in it — 

I shall transmit to M r . Gallatin a Duplicate of the 
order inclosed, which is my Custom. If he refuses to 
pay it, you will have to wait his lezure. 

Nov r . 24 th 1804. 

Not having closed this Letter I add a few words — 
the Eastern Mail did not come by the last Post — it had 
not arrived at Nashville when the Post left it I think. 
I mentioned in my last the death of Col. Kirby at Tom- 
bigbee — as Fisher seem strongly inclined to leave 
Delaware I wish he could git an appointment that would 
Enable him to Come to this Country where he would 
have a better opertunity of acquiring property than in 
Delaware — 

We heard some time ago that Mr. Briggs was at 
Orleans — and lately that M r . Williams has reached the 
Territory but neither of them have arrived here yet — 

I would have you remember C. R. W. if any thing 
can be done for him that will be justifiable I should be 
glad that he could be placed in a Situation to gain a 
livelyhood if his Conduct will admit of it — I am sorry 
to hear he has deviated from the Conduct his friends 
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expected and hope that in his late business at Wyoming 
he has afforded evidence of ref orm : business obliges 
me to Close this Letter, being at this Public place I 
have much of it to do as a Judge as well as a Com- 
missioner. 

Thomas Rodney. 
N. B. I shall order 2 bb 8 . of Pecanns or Pecan Nuts, 
and two bb s . of oranges one of each for you and one of 
each for Fisher, to Philad a &° by first Vessel from 
Orleans after my letter arrives — 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Dec r . 3 d . 1804. 
My dear Son, 

Two letters from you by the last mail ; the last dated 
the 24 th of Oct r . and I am very sorry at hearing you have 
the Intermittant ; You must not let either the Event of 
the Election or the Conduct of the Person you mention 
depress your mind a firm and Chearful mind is of great 
Consequence to health and it is not Every difficulty that 
is a disadvantage — Many are the Instances where great 
minds rise by difficulties and Indeed they oftener raise 
than depress such — The order you mention went by the 
last mail and if you should have any real occasion for 
what I there directed to Lavinia's Children at present 
you may retain all theirs but what is necessary to buy 
their Lottery Tickets and pay it to them hereafter when 
you can spare it, but Sallys & Betseys send on if the 
Sec y . pays the order — I am very glad to hear that my 
Chaise is likely to Come on to me tho the cool Season 
has now returned when I can ride very well on Horse- 
back, and altho we are in hopes of getting done here 
by next May yet it is possible we may be detained here 
another summer for 2000, Claims will take a great deal 
of time to travel through — It is indeed a Herculean 
labor to inspect and Consider all the title papers and 
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Testimony that accompany such a number of Claims 
Ye we shall proceed in it chearfully and as expedi- 
tiously as the nature of the business will admit — The 
Legislature of the Territory met in this Town today 
whereby we were obliged to Rent a House for the Board 
at the rate of 60, DoI s . for 4 months and to purchase 
chairs & tables &c. and our firewood Costs 2J dol s . a 
Cord — &° & c . The Seet y . of the Treasury does not con- 
sider himself authorized to allow those two necessary 
and unavoidable articles House rent and firewood — Is it 
not proper that a regulation should be made by Law 
in such cases? but I have ment d . this hertofore — you 
have no doubt seen the death of Col. Kirby announced 
in the Papers & the other Commissioner at Tombigbee 
M r . Nicholas went home several months ago, and I 
understand all the business is done but signing the Cer- 
tificates—and I have mentioned Thomas H. Williams 
who is now there, as a proper person if any other is 
appointed — You will Remember that I wrote of him to 
you last Winter he is a worthy young Man — A Judge 
also must be appointed there in the room of Col. Kirby 
and I have taken the liberty to mention my Colleague 
Robert Williams, as the Salary is not sufficient to in- 
duce a man that is fit for it to go there from a distance 
— but as M r . Williams is here he is willing to undertake 
attend the Courts if his Constant residence while en- 
gaged in the Land business here — I should have 
thought of Fisher if the Country was not so sickly 
there, as he seems determined to leave Delaware and 
perhaps some thing better may offer in the Course of 
the Season — The President has thought proper to make 
an alteration in our Board by appoint 8 . M r . Thomas 
Fitzpatrick of S. Carolina Register Vice M r . Edward 
Turner — On receiving the Secretary's Letter inclosing 
his Commission which was transmitted to me I sent an 
express to Coles Creek where I was informed he lived 
but the Messenger has not returned yet and I have since 

Vol. XMV.— 12 
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heard that he has gone to Kentucky on a trading Er- 
rand, in this Case it will he difficult to Know where to 
direct a letter to him, yet as his appointment was an- 
nounced in the papers some time ago it is likely he will 
hurry home when he sees it — I wrote to the Sect y . of the 
Treasury on this subject — so that you will say nothing 
about it unless he or the President mentions it to you — 
M r . Turner and his Connections having treated me with 
very friendly respect and attention since I have been 
here and we having generally acted harmoniously to- 
gether, for a year past and Knowing that he would feel 
very sensibly on the occasion, I communicated his re- 
moval to him in the most delicate manner, without devi- 
ating from the truth in respect to his successor, which 
the governm*. had Confided to me 

Your Affectionate Father, 

Thomas Bodney. 
A. M r . Turner thanked me for the Polite and delicate 
manner in which I had Communicated his being super- 
ceeded, but was anxious to Know the cause — to this I 
replied it was the Custom of Government in such case 
not to assign any & therefore I could only suppose that 
was the objection made to him and represented to Gov- 
ernment by the People of the Territory at an early 
Period after his Appointed, which he was acquainted 
with — he the solicited me to say anything to Govern- 
ment that I could do with propriety in his favor to 
this I replied that altho I felt a friendly disposition 
towards him and his Connections I could not take the 
liberty of saying any thing to Government that would 
imply the least Censure on their Conduct, but as I had 
heard no objections to his being Register only on ac- 
count of his being also a Commissioner and Connected 
with many of the Claimants, and therefore it was prob- 
able from the time of his removal that it was only 
Intended to prevent his acting as a Commissioner in 
the Decision of Claims which implied no other Censure 
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than what would have fallen on any other person in the 
same Circumstances 



Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. December 14 th 1804. 
My dear Son, 

Your Letter of Nov r . 16 th came to hand by the last 
mail under Cover from Treasury department and I am 
very glad to hear you are well and at your Post and 
that you left Susan and the Children all well As to 
Capt n Huns treatment tho it Cannot avoid affecting 
Susan and of Consequence in some degree yourself yet 
I must advise you again and again Not to let anything 
disorganize the tone of your mind — always considering 
that a mind which meets with no difficulties becomes 
Feble for want of that Vigirous Exercise which is 
necessary to perfect a great mind— Socrates tho a Man 
of violent passion ruled and conducted them with all 
the Calmness and Serenety that the Sun travels over 
the Clouds and Storms of the day — and the Stoics took 
a pride in and valued themselves on not being disturbed 
at anything, yet this was rendering the passions which 
are the impulse of our faculties useless and is therefore 
a Kind of Philosophy not to be Commended. A wise 
man should rejoice at that strong impulse which pas- 
sion gives but should always govern & direct their mo- 
tions by the rule of wisdom — When a mans Life or 
Country is in danger then there is occasion to exert all 
his faculties, as a Statesman, Orator, or Soldier, or in 
some other way, but not on every trifling occasion for 
often indeed those things which we feel at first as evil, 
turn out in the end to be advantageous — And trust if 
you Preserve your Mind intire Nothing Capt". H. can 
say or do, will injure you — the severest reflections will 
fall on himself if he should ever return to his reason 
and consider how much he he has disturbed the happy- 
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ness of a sweet little rising family whose Interest and 
happyness it is his duty to promote. 

There is a number of young men attending on the 
business of this Board as Clerks, Surveyors, &°. who 
from the manner in which they have been Uniformly 
treated by the Comm. find themselves greatly improved, 
in Manners & Knowledge and their genius's animated 
and inspired — among them is a M r . Fitz who is here 
under the Patronage of the President and was left in 
Charge of the Surveyor Generals office when he went 
away and has since been appointed Postmaster here — 
He has contrived and Effected several ingenious Me- 
chanical Machines since he has been here — One was to 
impel Major R. Clairbornes Boat Paddles; and he is 
progressing in one to take Perspective views — and I 
here inclose one which may be very useful in Copying 
Maps or Surveys, and also enlarging or Contracting 
them at pleasure correctly and expeditiously — The 
Mode of doing which is explained by himself on the 
same paper with the figure of the Machine, and altho 
the explanation may seem a little difficult the Machine 
and its operation are very Simple — He is making a 
small Model to send on to the President but in the 
Mean time I request you to shew this to the President 
and to the Secretary of War, in whose Department it 
may be very useful. 

We are now Prepairing the business of this Board 
for Issuing Certificates — M r . Williams has been here 
since the first of this Month but M r . Briggs has not 
Come yet nor have we heard lately where he is — The 
Legislature of the Territory are now sitting in this 
town and upon Complaints from Tombigbee ag'. some 
determinations of the Commissioners there are about 
to forward a memorial to Congress which will explain 
their Wishes — This Board fixed on the last of March 
1798 being the day the Spainards finally evacuated this 
District as the time Limitting Donation Claims — The 
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Board at Tombigbee Limited the time to the end of 
1797. Considering themselves bound by the Law to 
that day, tho that District as appears by a letter of Col. 
Kirby to this Board was not evacuated until May or 
June 1799 and the words and express intention of the 
Law seem to Extend Donations to the day of final 
evacuation of the Territory tho the Legislature from 
the information they then had Considered that to have 
been Sometime in the year 1797. Yet the fact was 
otherwise and we fixed here, on the day of evacuation 
at Natchez, not then Knowing when Tombigbee was 
evacuated — They also complain that the Board at Tom- 
bigbee, disregarding the Plots and Surveys of Dona- 
tion Claims regulated the quantity of acres and form 
of survey as they thought best and sometimes laid the 
Survey distant from their Settlements in quite a new 
place & c . This Board do not Consider themselves 
authorized by the Law to do this; tho discreetly con- 
ducted such a power might be an advantage to the 
claimants in many Instances — and as there will be much 
more of this business to do in Louisiana it will be ad- 
visable for Congress not to oblige Donation Claimants 
to make their own Surveys & Plots but simply to make 
their Claim of Settlement and then direct the Commis- 
sioners, to lay out their Land so as to include their 
Settlement if there be Vacant land Sufficient, and if 
there be room only for part there then to give them the 
residue elsewhere — or if on land not vacant then to 
receive it where the Commissioners may direct — then 
the Commissioners might on all occasions where the 
adjoining tracts did not require the Contrary to pre- 
vent small vacancies, have the lands laid out by Car- 
dinal and Paralel lines — I have been informed too that 
the Legislature also mean to apply to Congress to have 
that Board dissolved and to have the Completing the 
business there, transferred to this Board — This is not 
desirable to us, yet if the Government should think it 
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best to save expense, I should not refuse to Comply 
with their laudible desires to advance the welfare of 
the western Country now become so important to the 
United States. I must here observe that in Mention- 
ing the preceeding facts there was no intention in me 
in the least to Censure the Conduct of the Board at 
Tombigbee — It was Composed of men I respect and 
Consider them as possessing Equal right to expound 
the Law according to their own opinions & c . 

It gives me Pleasure to see by the Presidents Mes- 
sage, and the Documents accompanying it, that the 
Court of Spain has withdrawn their Formidable ob- 
jection to the Cession of Louisiana and hope they will 
persue the same peaceable and friendly disposition to 
the relinquishment of that part of the Cession called 
west Florida, and also to an amiable settlement of a 
Western line that will imbrace the Sorces of all the 
streams that fall into the Misisipi from the westward — 
I trust the United States will insist on this — and I am 
sure it will be the Interest of the Spainards to avoid a 
war — 

I am informed by the Papers as well as by my let- 
ters from Dover that M r . Bayard is appointed in the 
Room of Wells in the Senate of U. S. This Session 
therefore will be a favorable opertunity to urge the 
Extinguishment of the State ballances — If you have 
been careful to inform yourselves well of the Exertions 
made by Delaware in the Course of the Revolution — as 
soon as I can take the time I will recapitulate to you 
such of these as are clearly yet remembered by me, 
being now far from any Documents which might aid 
my recollection except the Volumes of the Laws of that 
State which I brought with me. 

Altho Delaware at the late General Election seems 
receeding from her Republicanism Masachusets seems 
rapidly advancing — Indeed there seems no prospect of 
much opposition to the President at the next Election 
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his National Conduct has had such influence on the 
Mass of the people that his adversaries have few left 
to support them. 

I have sent orders to Orleans for two barrels of 
Pecans and two barrels of Oranges to be shipped round 
to Wilmington or Philadelphia directed to you as be- 
fore — one of each are to be sent to J. Fisher — Give my 
love to Susan and the Children. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Dec r . 31 st 1804. 
My dear Son, 

Having now proceed so far into the Land business 
hear as to obtain a full view of the Situation of this 
Country I lament that Country by the tenor and Struc- 
ture of the present Land Law, after we have finished, 
will be left in an unhappy Situation in respect to the 
Brittish Grants and be subject to perpetual Law Suits 
— In the first place many Brittish grants will be taken 
away by Confirmed Spanish Patents, for which no 
Compensation is provided and the Brittish Claimants 
will have no resort but to a Suit at Law which possibly 
many of them may resort to hereafter as they Con- 
sider themselves as possessing the best Legal Title — 
Secondly such Certificates as we may grant under the 
three first Sections of the Act where they Conflict with 
a Brittish grant such grant must be stated in the Cer- 
tificate, which will unavoidably occasion great delay in 
our waiting for the Surveyors to ascertain such inter- 
ferences before they can be States — but for such losses 
as these the Brittish Claimant is to be Compensated 
out of the Reserve, but these inferior Claims in Virtue 
of Settlement generally take all the best of the land and 
the residue of the grants is of little value and the Brit- 
tish Claimant Knows not where the Compensation lay, 
but in most if not all cases it must be distinct and per- 
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haps distant from the residue where when part of his 
tract only is taken away — and in many cases this 
residue of his Tract is jagged and cut to pieces by the 
Settlement Tracts — Many of the Brittish Claimants 
therefore may prefer Contending against these Settle- 
ment Claims by Ejectments and Suits at Law, but 
probably will defer this till the regular Courts of the 
United States are extended here for the purpose of 
obtaining a more impartial trial than they would expect 
among the Settlers here — These apprehensions are 
very unpleasant even to the Settlers that will obtain 
our Certificates, and a Regulation that would have 
avoided them, would leave this Country in a more 
pleasant perminent situation. 

If the Law had allowed Compensation to all Brittish 
Claimants whose Lands were regranted by the Spani- 
ards — and all Brittish grants not regranted by the 
Spainards to remain good, and allowed all Donation 
Settlers 640 acres on any Vacant Land, only, and all 
Preemptions Claimants Such Quantity as they might 
incline to purchase to be laid also on Vacant Land only, 
and obliged all Brittish Claimants whose lands have 
been in any Degree improved by preemption Claimants 
pay them the Value of their improvements it would 
have given I believe more satisfaction to all the Claim- 
ants — Or the Government might have totally have sup- 
pressed all the Brittish Grants and given them in Lieu 
thereof a tract of Land in one body amounting in 
quantity to all their Claims elsewhere — This indeed 
would be a Soverign Regulation and by some the Pro- 
priety of it might be doubted but we have an Example 
set by the Brittish themselves in Respect to the Settlers 
in Novoscotia after the Peace of 1763. They were in a 
body deprived of their Lands and no Compensation 
made them and their Lands given to the Brittish 
Officers & c 

I have sugested these Ideas and tho not official may 



Thomas Rodney. 185 

be Considered and if not too late be adopted by Con- 
gress as far as they may think proper — but if not 
adopted this part of the Country which alone can be 
made a permanent Stand at present in this western 
Country will be in an unsettled and perplexed Situation. 
I remember well the Refugees of Novascotia they 
were dispersed among the then Brittish Colonies and 
reduced to Indigence and Misery — and perhaps it was 
one of those unjust Acts for which Providence deprived 
Great Brittain of this Country — 

Your affectionate father, 

Thomas Bodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Jan y . 24 th 1805. 
My dear Son, 

M r . Briggs the Surveyor General arrived here last 
Saturday and M r . T. H. Williams, who was at Tombig- 
bee last Summer Came here with him the Letter in- 
formed me that he was at the Chocktaw Treaty last 
fall, and that the Indians had sent on a proposal to 
Government to sell their Land at the uper part of this 
territory to the Chickasaw line which is Called the 
Yazoo Land — This Tract is the Garden of the Terri- 
tory and if government should purchase it, which no 
doubt they will, I should sooner obtain a part of that 
Tract than any where else in the territory — The good 
Land extends up the Yazoo on the East side about 35 
miles and then becomes poor but on the west side the 
Land between the Yazoo & Misisipi is all rich up to the 
Chickasaw bluffs and I am told the Chickasaws want 
to sell from the Chocktaw line below up to the Tennes- 
see line including the bluffs — the finest Tract of Land 
in the Territory lays on the Misisipi from the Bigblack 
River up to the Tennessee line and extends off from 
the Misisipi about 20 miles — The whole of this Tract 
is rich but some parts of it near the Rivers are over- 



186 Thomas Rodney. 

flowed when the Rivers are full, but much the greater 
part is high Land and Enjoys the best Climate and the 
best water as well as the richest soil generally of any 
land in the Territory and therefore will be the most 
rapidly settled. 

David Ker Esq r . one of the Judges of the Superior 
Court for this Territory Died the 21 st . of this month. 
I have given Notice of this to the Government in a 
Letter to M r . Madison but as there is to be a Judge to 
reside in the Tombigbee District it seems unnecessary 
to appoint another here in the place of Judge Ker, as 
there will be one Judge in Each District without such 
an appointment for Judge Bruin Resides in Jefferson 
and I reside in Adams — Indeed my Situation is such 
that almost all the out of Court business of both Jef- 
ferson and Adams Districts has heretofore Come 
to me — 

I have not rec'd a letter from you for 3 or 4 weeks 
past & I have got no ace', of my Carriage yet — 

You ought to have informed me what Vessel it was 
on Board off and to whom directed at Orleans tho I 
have wrote to my agents there to take care of it and 
send it up when it Comes there — I wrote to the Little 
girls Mary & Eliza by last Mail — Give my love to Susan 
and all the Children — 

There is a strong opposition to Governor Claiborne 
at Orleans & several writers in the papers Vilifying his 
administration — we hear that M r . Brown was removed 
from being Secretary and appointed a Judge which he 
has refused to accept. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Mrs. Anna D. Postlewait, City of Natchez. 

Town of "Washington March 13 th 1805 
Dear Madam, 

Inclosed you will receive a Certificate of your Mar- 
riage — It has always been my Custom to place this in 
the hands of the Lady for Safe Keeping. 
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And please to permit me to say your Marriage pre- 
sented a pleasant scene. The Ladies appeared, I will 
not say, like a band of Sirens, but like a Choir of 
Seraphs just descended from above. Their Music and 
Charms were Enchanting and spread blissful pleasure 
around — and permit me to tell Miss Dunbar your suc- 
cessoress that there was nothing lacking to have turned 
the Forrest into a perfect Paradise but her neglecting 
to dress & ornament the House throughout with flowers, 
to have made it a representation of the bower of the 
primeval pair of the human race — She ought to have 
done this on such an occasion, as the God of nature 
himself had dictated its propriety, by previously dress- 
ing the woods and field with flowers — therefore when 
such an occasion happens again she ought not to omit 
this beautiful and delightful part of the Paradisal 
Scene — and permit me to say to the Young ladies 
further that tho they appeared like a Choir of Cheru- 
bims and perhaps hereafter may be such, yet that at 
present they are Mortals and are only sent here a while 
to beautify adorn and replenish the Earth — Therefore 
I wish them all happy Matches and as soon as they 
please — 

Grod bless you with health and prosperity — Adieu. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Please to present my congratulations and Eespectful 
Compliments to M r . Postlewait. 

Thomas Rodney to T. Garnmel, Esquire, near Fort Adams. 

Town of Washington Oct'. 2 d . 1805. 
D r . Sir, 

Your Letter of the 30 th Ult. Came to hand yesterday, 
wherein you inform me that Justice Baker refuses to 
try Horton's Negros in a Summary way, & c . and wish 
to Know what I had advised in that respect — My advice 
to Justice Baker was that they should be tried under 
the 19 th Sec n . of the Slave Act of this Territory, as what 
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they had done did not amount to Felony — and all 
offences inferior to Felony Committed by Slaves, are 
by that Act, to be tried by a Justice of the Peace and 
five Freeholders — Eiot, & Kidnapping, in some Cases, 
by the Statutes of England (which do not Extend here) 
are made Felony; but by the Common Law, are only 
punishable by Fine, Imprisonment & Pillory — there- 
fore under this Law must be Considered as Offences 
Inferior to Felony, and when Committed by Slaves, 
triable under the Slave Act, by a Justice of the Peace, 
and five Freeholders — This being the Case — the only 
question that remains is whether the breaking of Kem- 
per's House & c . was a Burglary. Which is thus De- 
fined by Chief Justice Cook — A Burglar is, "He that 
by Night breaketh and Entereth into a Mansion House, 
with Intent to Commit a Felony" — It is Evident the 
Intent in this case was to sieze the Kempers and deliver 
them below the line to the Spainards ; which is not made 
Felony by any Law of this Territory — therefore the 
breaking and Entering the House did not amount to 
Burglary, — and If the offence of the Slaves be inferior 
to Felony, they Can be tried in no way but by a Justice 
of the Peace and five Freeholders — I am satisfied that 
the offence of the slaves deserves much greater punish- 
ment in this Case than the Law Inflicts, but it is not 
the Will or Opinion of Magistrates, but the Law, that 
Rules in our Country — and If the Laws are defective, 
it belongs to the legislature, and not to the Judges, to 
render them Consistent with the Principles of Justice 
and Right — 

The Intent in this Case being to take a Citizen out 
of the Country, and deliver him to another Govern- 
ment, which was done, is an offence against the United 
States also — but I do not find any Law of the United 
States, that alters the Common Law, in such Cases, or 
they might have been tried in our supreme Court, sit- 
ting as a District or Circuit Court of the United States 
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— and as to the White men Concerned in Committing 
the offence, they may be tried, Either by the Territorial, 
or Federal Courts — and if any of the Spainish Sub- 
jects, who were active above the line, should be taken, 
perhaps it will be most proper to try them in the Fed- 
eral Court. 

Beside advising Justice Barker to try M r . Horton's 
Negro's, I advised him that it would be proper before 
he discharged them, to oblige M r . Horton, to Enter 
Security in the Sum of 500, for each of them, for their 
good behaviour respectly. 

I am Respectfully 
Your most obedient 

Thomas Bodney. 
P. 8. I directed Justice Baker also to require Secur- 
ities of the three Kempers in 1000, Dollars each for 
their good behaviour respectively towards the Country 
and Subjects of the King of Spain. 

T. R. 

(To be continued.) 



